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DEVOIR DE MAISON 

PART ONE: READING COMPREHENSION (8 points) 

Read the text below and do all the activities that follow it. 

A SPEECH OF RECONCILIATION 

Chaka stood up. He was dark brown in complexion. He was mature and smooth, and he 

roused admiration in those who saw him. The assembled nation, when they looked at 

him, saw in him a child of true royal blood bom to rule and to reign over other people. 

The armies and the young men, when they looked at him, saw in him a young king, a lad 

of great promise. The young women, when they looked at him, saw in him a gallant 

young charming prince, more handsome than all the other Young men: a true brave 

superior to all his peers. 

Chaka was a tall man, his shoulders higher than those of other people. But he was not 

lanky because he had a strong body: everybody recognized Chaka was heavy. In 

addition, to a wonderful body, he had some physical advantages over other young 

warriors: no one could equal him in running, in jumping, in turing sharply, and in 

dodging his adversary’s weapon. 

Chaka stood up in the middle of that fascinated audience looking at him. Then he spoke. 

He spoke briefly to people of his home, asking them to receive him honestly, and forget 

the past rancour and jealousies, so they could start a new life he did not speak too long 

because he did not want his people to remember the fresh pain in their hearts caused by 

the recent battle in which their son Mfokazana had been killed. 

As he spoke Chaka’s voice entered the hearts of those who were listening to him. It was 

so convincing that even those who had the last vestiges of jealousy and hatred in them, 

abandoned them and opened the doors of their hearts to him with great joy. The crowd 

clapped and shouted with joy, saying: "May the rains come! We are yours, O King, give 

us protection!" 
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COMPREHENSION CHECK 

A- Match each word from the text in column A with its meaning in 

column B. write your answers like in the example. 

Example: 2 -h 

COLUMN A COLUMN B 

1- complexion (L. 1) 

2- roused (L.2) 

3- lad (L.4) 

4- handsome (L.6) 

5- peers (L.7) 

6- lanky (L.8) 

7- warriors (L.10) 

8- dodging (L.ll) 

9- battle (L.17) 

a- soldiers  

b- friends  

c- avoiding  

d- colour of skin  

e- young man  

f- fight  

g- attractive  

h- created  

i- tall 
 

B- Write short answers to the following questions. (2 lines maximum) 

1- Did the people like Chaka? Justify your answer, 

2- Give a short description of Chaka. 

3- Why didn't Chaka speak for a long time? 

4- What did the people do when Chaka finished speaking? 

PART TWO : LANGUAGE IN USE (6 points) 

A.  In each sentence of the following passage, there is one word which is inserted 

and it creates error. Find it and write it on your answer sheet like in the example. 

Example: sentence 1: about 

Sentence 1 : Obi had about to pay twenty-five thousand francs for his electricity bill. 

Sentence 2: Where was he going to get for the money? 

Sentence 3: Obi knew he must to have the money. 

Sentence 4: He told his servants he would give them less than money for the market. 

Sentence 5: Every room in the house had for two electric bulbs. 

Sentence 6: Obi went into the house and took out on one of the bulbs in each room. 

Sentence 7: Then he turned off in the television set. 



 

 

B. Choose the correct option in brackets to fill the blank space and write your 

answers like in the example. 

Example: 4 - on 

1- He failed………………………his effort to satisfy the students. 

(on / in / at / into) 

2- They.....................................In the restaurant when I saw them. 

(ate / had eaten / were eating / have eaten) 

3- l’Il tell him when I……………………..him 

(will see / am seeing / see / would see) 

4- He insisted…………………our coming to the party. 

(of / on / at / into) 

5- The chief of village sent…………………the notables, 

(for / on / off) 

6- He gave…………………………….his job. 

(off / up / out) 

7- He looks………………………the picture. 

(at / up / in) 
 

 

PART THREE: WRITING (6 points) 

Two families in a Liberian village are quarrelling about some land. The president of a 

peace association calls a meeting to discuss the problem with the villagers and invites 

them to live in peace. Write the speech that the president of the peace association is 

going to give. Your speech will be published in your English club magazine. 

 

(12 lins maximum) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


